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PBirchtree (Charter School

Principal Report for APC Meeting

February 11, 2015

Representative Lynn Gattis: | have been communicating with Representative Gattis
and have been able to submit Birchtree’'s Capsis request directly to the legislators. The
request included money for land and building.

State Board of Education/Early Literacy Screener: Ms. Levesque and | called in
during the last State School Board Meeting and spoke under person’s to be heard on the
early literacy screener. The suggested language for the screener is attached. At this
time the proposed changes are open to public comment. | encourage interested
community members and board members to call, email, or write comments for the public
comment period. This information is also attached.

Even if the proposed changes are adopted there is still the chance that students in
grades K and 1 would have to participate in the screener this year.

MSBSD and MSB Board Members: Mr. Bowen and | have had several meetings with
school board members and assembly members to discuss concerns and issues that are
facing charter schools and Birchtree in particular. Facility funding and land are the two
concerns mostly addressed. Suggestions were given to us and we are working with one
assembly member.

Additionally, the charter school principals met and have drafted a letter to the Borough
Assembly to request reimbursement for property taxes. The municipality of Anchorage

has recently approved reimbursing property taxes for charter schools in Anchorage. We
will be requesting reimbursement also.

Budget: FY 16 budget will be presented in the action items
Respectfully Submitted,

Cathy Busbey, PrinCipal



Register , 2015 EDUCATION AND EARLY DEV.

4 AAC 06 is amended by adding a new section to read:

4 AAC 06.714. Waiver of early literacy screeningl (a) A district may apply on behalf

of a school or program for a waiver of the requirement of 4 AAC 06.713 that the district
administer an approved early literacy screening assessment tool to students in kindergarten and
first grade. A district may apply for a waiver of the early literacy assessment requirement for

(1) students in kindergarten;

(2) students in first grade; or

(3) both students in kindergarten and students in first grade.

(b) Not later than August 1 of the fiscal year for which the waiver is requested, a waiver
application must be filed with the commissioner on a form prescribed by the department. A
school district may not request a waiver under this section for the administration of an early
literacy screening assessment for

(1) students in the second grade; or

(2) students in the third grade who have been identified during the second grade
as experiencing delays in attaining early literacy.

(c) The commissioner shall approve a waiver under this section if the district submits

written documentation that the school or program for which the waiver is requested

(1) operates under an instructional model that makes early literacy screening in
kindergarten or first grade inappropriate; and

(2) has a written policy adopted by its governing body finding that early literacy
screening in kindergarten or first grade is inappropriate under the instructional model of the
school or program for which the waiver is requested. (Eff. 3/19/2014, Register 209; am

1 , Register )



NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO EARLY LITERACY SCREENINGS
IN THE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & EARLY DEVELOPMENT

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

The Department of Education & Early Development proposes to change regulations on early

literacy screenings to allow schools to request waivers for students in kindergarten and/or first
grade,

The Department of Education & Early Development proposes to adopt regulation changes in 4 AAC
06.714 of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with early literacy screenings including the following:

0 4 AAC 06.714 is proposed to be changed as follows:

Allow a school to request a waiver from early literacy screenings for
students in kindergarten and/or grade one. Set criteria by which the
commissioner of education will consider a waiver.

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private persons of
complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to the Commissioner’s Office,
Department of Education & Early Development, Attn: Regulations Review, 801 West Tenth Street, Suite
200, PO Box 110500, Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500. Additionally, the Department of Education & Early
Development will accept comments by facsimile at (907) 465-4156 and online at '
https://education.alaska. gov/regs/comment.cfm. Comments also may be submitted through the Alaska
Online Public Notice System by accessing this notice on the system and using the "comment"” Link.
Written comments must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on February 27, 2015.

Oral comments may be submitted at a hearing to be held on March 19, 2015, at the first-floor state
boardroom at 801 W. 10™ Street, Juneau, Alaska. The hearing will be held from 8:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
and might be extended to accommodate those present before 7:55 a.m. who did not have an opportunity to
comment.

You also may comment at this meeting, during this time only, via the Legislative Information Office
streaming by calling 1-855-463-5009 if you are outside of Juneau. For participation from Juneau,
call 463-5009, This meeting will be streamed through the Legislative Information Office over
hitp://www.alaskalegislature.tv/ beginning at 8:00 a.m. March 19, 2015, and 8:30 a.m. March 20,
2015 (audio only).

Persons also may comment at the oral hearing via the following Legislative Information Offices:
Anchorage, 733 W 4% Ave,, Suite 100; Barrow, 119 Bank Building.; Bethel, 301 Willow Street; Cordova,
705 Second Street; Delta Junction, Colombo Building, Suite 204, 1380 Richardson Hwy.; Dillingham,
Kangiiqutaq Building; Fairbanks, 1292 Sadler Way, Suite 308; Glennallen, 186 Glenn Hwy.; Homer, 270
West Pioneer Ave. Suite B; Juneau, Room 111, Terry Miller Building, State Capitol; Kenai, 145 Main
Street Loop, Suite 217; Ketchikan, 1900 First Avenue, Suite 310; Kodiak, 305 Center Ave., Suite 1;
Kotzebue, 373 2" Street, Pillautuq Centre; Mat-Su, 600 East Railroad Ave.; Nome 103 Front Street;
Petersburg, 11B Gjoa Street; Seward, 302 Railway, Suite 107; Sitka, 201 Katlian Street, Suite 103; Tok,




West 1%t Street, UAF-Tok Unit 1; Unalaska, 029 Airport Beach Road., No. 03-01; Valdez, State Office
Building, Room 13; and Wrangell, 223 Front Street.

You may submit written questions relevant to the proposed action to Eric Fry at eric.fry@alaska.gov or
Department of Education & Early Development, Attn; Eric Fry, 801 West Tenth Street, Suite 200, PO
Box 110500, Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500. The questions must be received by 4 p.m. February 17, which
is at least 10 days before the end of the public comment period. The Department of Education & Early
Development will aggregate its response to substantially similar questions and make the questions and
response available on hitps://education.alaska.gov/regs/comment.cfim. The Department of Education &
Early Development may, but is not required to, answer written questions received after the 10-day cut-off
date and before the end of the comment period.

If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order to participate in this
process, please contact Lisa Miller at (907) 465-2802 or lisa.miller@alaska.gov no later than March 12,
2015, to ensure that any necessary accommodations can be provided.

A copy of the proposed regulation changes is available on the Alaska Online Public Notice System and at
https://education.alaska.gov/regs/comment.cfin or by contacting the Department of Education & Early
Development, Atin; Eric Fry, 801 West 10 Street, Suite 200, PO Box 110500, Juneau, Alaska 99811-
0500

After the public comment period ends, the Department of Education & Barly Development will either
adopt the proposed regulation changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further
notice, or decide to take no action. The langunage of the final regulations may be different from that of the
proposed regulations, You should comment during the time allowed if your interests could be
affected.

Statutory Authority: AS 14.07.020; AS 14.07.060
Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 14.07.020; AS 14.07.060
Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased

appropriation.

DATE: _ //26 /15 kP G

es Mdrse, Deputy Commissioner
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Birchtree C}ﬁarter School

7107 E Palmer-Wasilla Highway - Palmer, AK 99645

BPG Liaison Repot January 14, 2015

Parent Engagement: We had a parent night January 27" with a good turnout. Supper
followed by form drawing, knitting and a media discussion.

School Store: Is doing well and is in the process of being restocked.

Board Retreat: BPG is waiting to hear from APC but is also planning to have their own
working retreat.

School of Choice Fair: Is the end of February for about ‘lO schools. Need a lead to
contact all the schools and coordinate.

Volunteer Potluck: Is tentatively scheduled for April.
Fund Raising Committee: Is working on a Fundraising Procedure in order to use the
5010 status.
Planning a 2 hour knit-a-thon for fall, possibly during parent/teacher
conferences
7™ grade is taking on the spring break rummage sale

Will discuss May Faire at the Feb. 18" meeting

Instead of having a pool party fundraiser BPG is thinking of renting the
pool for a family day



PBirchtree (harter SC}“IOOI

Communications and Bylaws Committee
1. Suggested lottery revisions
Steps:
Step 1: Intent to enroll form
- - - SN
Step 2: Observe in a classroom during a two week observation block In February
(@/1 6-@/27)

Step 3: Parents have to fill out questionnaire. (Questions for the questionnaire will be
submitted to the APC for approval)

Step 4: Meet w/ Donna, Brandt or Cathy for an interview. 4-5 questions will be
asked. Parent’s answers to questionnaires will be clarified as needed.

e The office will keep track of observations and questionnaires by the way of
sign in sheets.

o When all steps are competed their child’s name will be placed into the

lottery.
2. Term limits
e 2years :

¢ May be two consecutive years followed by a one year break.

3. Increase in teacher position

¢ Increasing teacher representative positions on the APC from 2 to 3.
4. Other discussions:

e Pre-requisites for APC membership
¢ President elect rotation
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55:’(}1’&"66 Clﬂarter School

The Second Grade Developmental Screening

A Tool for Monitoring Student Progress

——Written by Susan Halseth — s e s
February 11™ 2015 : : B

The Birchtree Student Support Team and Pedagogical Council requests to add the Waldorf Second Grade
Developmental Assessment to the Birchtree Assessment plan for the 2014-2015 school year. We request each
second grade student be individually assessed using a Waldorf Second Grade Developmental Assessment. The
assessment, completed by the Educational Support teacher and a support team, will be used to identify any
challenges that might be affecting a student’s progress. Conducted when a student reaches their eighth year, the
Second Grade Developmental Assessment will be compared with the First Grade Readiness screening so the
team one can see if even progress is noted with each child and if the child has achieved expectable maturation in
the foundational sensory systems, body movement, and academic milestones. The following areas will be
observed: :

Spatial orientation
Body awareness
Crossing the midline
Hand dominance
Auditory processing
Auditory memory
Auditory sequencing
Hearing

Visual motor capacity
Visual memory

Word reading fluency
Passage reading fluency
Math computation fluency

If inconsistent maturation is noted, if there are signs of significant sensory immaturity, and/or any reading and
math skill deficient, the team will report to the child’s teacher and parents. A child can then be referred to
developmental support lessons and/or reading and math remediation. This Waldorf approach to assessment is
performance based and looks at the development of the human personality as well as the acquisition of
academic tools.



Worksheet -

Date

Name

Age

Favorite color

1. Gross Moior Movements

a. Throwing a ball

b. Catching a ball

c. Directing and aiming

d. Balanée: Eyes closed, standing on one foot:
e. Walking fOrwards. ........o.ooeoreeree. backWards. .....oveee..
f. Running and accelerating

g. Highjump

h. Long jump

i. Jumping rope

j. Skipping

k. Hopping

[. Frogleap

Show a drawing, give a word and a sentence to be remembered,

give a shape to feel behind the back.

2. Feet
Warm, clammy, cool, cold. Picking up a pencil, marble, jack, etc.

Hands move as well. Yes/no
Hands: Warm, clammy, cool, cold.

3. Dominance

Follow the shape: With both feet together:................ (direction)
With one foot............foot?

With........eee footand ........... hand,

With........... footand ........... eye,

With..eveneneee hand,

With.......e.e hand and .......... gye,

With........... eye

Pick up tﬁe telescope: With........... hand to........... eye

Pick up the Seashell: With........... handto .......... ear.

Arms to the side: Looking to the right/left hand:..........



4. Eye-Hand Coordination
When drawing a shape in the air, following it with the eyes

5. Rhythm and eye-foot coordination

............

6

a

b. Touch your left knee with your left hand:............
c

d

e

. Touch your right cheek with your right hand, and your left hip with your left-hand
Touch your left eyebrow with your right hand, and your right elbow with your left

Th

N
92
o
o)
oh
o
]
-y
®
3
—
o)
o
5]
3
ju]
3
Q.
O
3,
o
3
~
o]
=
o
3
=
=
3
o

Walk a circle, going to the left, and walk in such a way that | can’t see your back:..............

e. Time: Whatday is it

8. Fine Motor Movements
Finger game: eyes open:
a. Finger game: eyes closed............

b.
c. Under your name write the numbers 110 10:.............. .



8. Sequencing, working with four different beads

b. via hearing............ sequence............ color...........
c. viafeeling:........... sequence...........shape

d. connection hearing/sight:.............

h. can the child read already?

10. Memory

a. via sight: ask about the Arawing?. ...
........................................................................ what does not

{1 where does the wind come from?.......covvvvvoonnn. .

what was the first thing you were asked to do?......... e

d. e,
13. Moving together
8 on the right, | on the left; inthe air.........

Onpaper....ccccccocvvvemcei e



14. Symmeiry

a. %ﬂ e
b.éﬁ ...................

15. Math Probler_ns

3+4=.iiiueeeen
54+6=........ e
4 4+34+6=viicnannens

O =5 =itrreeennnn
10— b=reiannnnn.

Be2=uiiiiiiennnn

16. Asking for form that h.ad to be remembered (sec 1, 12¢).

17. Cross Assessment

19. Does the child reverse his letters/NUMberS:..cc.cvnienenne
Does the child wet his bed?........coeoeevenen.



